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l. t SUBJECT;' A Character Sketch of SCI l KT .T .F.N1 T) 1G ; .ilii.uf nf CoiY.uiny 'a ' 1 

Esixionago Service. i 

i 

SOURCE: SS-Sturr.ibonnfuolxror Dr. \Yilhcln 1 (OEf TL , chief l'ufuront Croup 

VI E, ESHA. 

1. SCN3X; JiINZ2EIiG ’ s meteoric rise to power, cle-spito tl i ■ -■ .Initial handionp of I 
youth and a high party number, has been oniis.idocod n rotiarkah] o feat by 

his admirers as '.veil as by his detractors. T" a vuy large dc;', roo .It .1 

can be attributed to sheer ability and indoi ii. !.• •!» I.>v i uda" ti-y , tlm lud I.- i 

i.'.arks of success in all froo countries, but n<>L nuini.-tsiu'Uy .In lie:’. I. ! ' 

Germany whore the accidents of race and political huakwrourid Weigh heavily . ' 

2. SC HEL .I i EKHSRG- had his start in polities in his )jot;in bw» Garni ■.•nil. on, uhero 

he taught "V/cltanschauunv" in the local null; of l.liu A i .(.runo i.m> in [ 

1931:- be was taken c>n 'by the Sicheriioitsdienat acid ini ted to l.hu , •• .• ■ • >nuel 
department of the Reiehssieherheitshauptsi 1 1 (/,i.it l), .yi that tii..u the 
SD was still in its foraativo stage and oeiis.;.|iieiitiy /,i 1 1. 1 of j 

pivotal importance. Beyond the narrow confines of a sm mud V tying 
position, SCMbLLIN BERG held at first, ho soon burjni |..» mrl c-’iiii l.-l •. ruble 
influence. His conspici ous talent for or.' '.uni. Mil. ton did md; •mospu I J to 
attention of the oil-powerful chief of the Giolnn ho i i.sp. d:l , l.l ky ji ,• I.CJI, 
who soon took hii.i under his wings. In- the course of l.l . mo him nd /ihlou- 
ship SCI PTF/ .lf IsTelG-1 ILYDRICM deepened nnd be-side-s he inn »;• *uu l.> ■ I mi.' 

K33YDHICH 1 5 most trusted co-workers, ho enjoyed the mru prli i> if.*- of 
invitations to his chief's home, Ho stood lfi.'li in him favor of 
LINA, (lEdYLPICH's wife whoso frown sufficed to i.tako the i;-m sh u.. ; , 

in his boots), so much so that it was generally essee i.-.d ho wind.' m rry 
the widow after KEYDRICH's death. Ala., 'with her hn.aband 'a. I.;ii.n.ly 
demise Frau LINA hod outlived lier usefulness for ; p :j . .-.J ..Krl i ;Ki n : . 

I 

3* SCHELLEilHeRG ' s career took a decisive turn in the d i !■■ ml. A m .ilmm Ills 
real talents lay './hen he was transferred to /j.it IV (dull. .i.i.io G'L-ini.sf'd.iKui) 
and ap pointed group chief IV E. IV E (later J.V A 3 was the r.<>iiui.ur-i a- o ;'J ^ 9,' : 
tclligcnco branch of the A 1111 , the ideal proving; ground for now and an- ! *| ’.*! 

ti'icd methods of espionage work developed on the onui.y side. f.ClIiibii.’lTEJ-lHG. ] 
never busied himself with, routine Gestapo natters and his r.iost outstanding I ; 1 
attainuont in that period, tlxe abduction of two pro, unent Brinish agents ''p'; 1 ■ 
oTELfflNS and EEIT (Vonlo-Unte-rnohnien) , was an .bit VI undertaking, with . .. 

3CHELLENBEAG as the only Ar.it IV r.rvn taking a decisive p.-.-rt in ttm plan- ; 'I J : i 

ning.’ At tlxe time he moved to ij-.it VI, Iris reputation as a "Jtachrieht- i'- 

cnr.iann 11 was established and, besides, ho had worked lti.iiself up l;o a '■ yj ’ • 

positi oof tho, .next to SS-Gruppenfuhrcr LiUEllhER (Chief Amt IV), most j“ 

powerful man in "Amt IV. ■ 

DECLASSIFIED A K 0 RELEASED BY 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, 

' .SOURCES METHODS EXEMPT. I 0N3B2B 
'*H A Z I WAR CR IMES D I SCL05URE ACT 
■ DATE 2000 2006 





THIS , IS . A_GQHY-Q?-?1!— TUT ET-T;T GKflCS~DOCUHENY FILED AT CENTRAL RECORDS FACILITY, FT HOLABIRD, 




4« It scon v/oi'th v/hilo describing the circuna tonnes surrunnd.lnr; .'XIJIi'.'l.lJ'.'iljiKHG 'a 
accession to power in ’/I at sov.io length, because limy bring out muse 
of his nost salient charr.c + eristics, onounf; then the ootuipioiouti absence 
of moral scruples in pursuing his ends. 

Already in 1940 HSYDRICH had node up his r.vlnd to oust the thou ohiul* of 
ijat VI - SS-Br -g&dofuhror JOS'f - of whose abilities he )md a la/ onlinnto. 
At that tine tho- main stunoling black v/as ^.j-jiilg/ulefultror Or. trt'AllT/icCKER, 
the most serious candidate a vaooncy loft by JOO'j.’ . UKVOKIHC 'who feared 
that STiHLECKSRcast his net even v/idor, decided fur the lessor ,evil 
and on to JOCT while waiting for r.ioro propitious eireunsttincos in hhich 
to effect the changc-ovar. 

5 « In Autumn 1941 tho time appeared ripe. S5-:>tvtrbonnfuln’ur Scihtf J.KIful'Ur, 
v/as appointed deputy chiof Ar.it VI (he signed all off.) nVAl douumon l.s na 
'Chef 7l/v) and given the specific misnibn by HAYDK.CUl to build up a 
damaging case against JOST. 'r^HELLETlEJiSG v/unt about thin tonic w.I.Ui Idu 
customary cir cunspc oti on . itegicrungsrot SWJVvCTAIW 'who, together with Dr. 
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■ JL'jSUGH (chief investigator of the R3IL), hud hu.m told t<- o-'iiu'>.:l. L) to 
franc up and put it on a legally sound bu:d.:i, v/.-u ( n l,l.uoli...il t.M.;:i:|lKJ,LKN- | 
BERG'. The three lot no .grass grow under, lhoir foul; nod in Jnu limn 
Managed to 1 uncover( certain misdemeanors on 1.1m purl. of ,lO;;v. J< OT , 
as it turned out, has been wanting, to bui.Ll n .1.1 Lite Uoou.j g.>t: ho. wolf . 
in Berlin. Ho lacked ready cash and accepted the offur uf 
stumbannfuhror VOLLIIEDA, group chief VI. O, to o.n:nng.o for a ohur.o ! 

credit with a banking' house in Prague. Thin rather innocuous trot 13 - 
action emerged, after the trio had given mat turn the proper nltmt, 
as a‘ full-fledged ease of bribery, impl.i.oul.'u i,< : bunitler. JOB!*, Bf'.- 
Oborotiinfo'aniifuhrer Dr. PIVfEdT :mtd SB-.':- tor. ih- nnfnbr./r I l Ai. , i?.i?i'B rending 
investigation they were to drag on for your:;, JO. IT -./(.a relived of his , 

post and, in October 1941, SCHEBLEi’Ji3ERG nf-minl.eil deputy ehi.>.T yj.it VI. | 

SCHEhl/BiYBdRu 1 s appcmtr.ient wax: *co he a n i .1. - ;t > *: to ,lii the Iri.ntury of too ^ 

Go-man espionage service. Ho has set Kin :n ghl.u high: h;i.a idi.i wan no j 

less than the: creation of or all -inclusive Jirpj.onugu nervine .in I 

Germany, doing away with the nefarious dun lit/ of political an* l Military 
espionage, the latter the exclusive douut.uu of the Ob..r);o(.u.*.ndu dur 
Wchrmacht through its /eat Abwohr. His endeavours lo.miM:; (.hoi :v * > , were 
at first none to successful, GCiliHLENI KKG h;'m:ju|.r ./as <b'> him.,., for 'that. 
In his eagerness to clean the Augean si. able:) of Ant Vi hit) 'Annul../ dis- 
trust of man and nan’s Motives tirove him l.uo fa.', lie pur/a:;i . i • » l. .f the ' 
crrpericnccd .'group chiefs from his staffs end replaced tlu-u by ynneg in- 
experienced men whoso talents lagged considerably behind lue mi l.liusiasr.i 
they brought to the job. 


In 194-3 the personnel crisis had been finally in and -IJm .•..•ii>..nd/incy 

of Am t ’/I wi thin the RCHA began to make ;i. Ir.ulC f. i I.. f,l. md ■ ■ ■ : i . I . r wi th 
tiic appointment of Dr. K-d/Tilil ilvUdl'lSR to (',u.e. inudeur .ho- ;; 1. licdi.. i.i.o, inline! , 
In contradistinction to ICflDRICH, ICiTKHdiiUHiUMv evinced a lively interest 
in - the foreign espionage branch of the RBiJA, pull i u;-. the nil ,le> ..l.-.h l of 
his position behind the expansion of Amt VI .Mud A. lie i v.i; -...v • i- .n t. of its 
services. As a mutter of course, the profoiv.-iil.t.ol I. im.-il.i.i- el g-ded 
fj.it VI case into the open, and the former hud in l-u li.':.niol ni. -.u.-lc 
sop in forr .1 of a slice of Abwohr III, ' Still, in ;i. •> i . i,-: l •>.»,>,, the 

merger with the military Abwohr had boon enuuu; i: . i , .... :J l;-;i .i .if: . i a had 
risen to a position of uncontented paver An the . '.I l. ; . , u' ,)■>.-■. i ti . u he 
managed to roinforco in the aftermath of tho 20ih .'July. 


Tp form a correct estimate of SCIffiLLENBi U «G- 1 n clia.ruuh I.. , .>n>; inel. hove 
known 'him over a considerable period of time. TliAa tiighl; .■ i • ■ > 1 1 >■ I Ml.e 
a truism, if it wore not for the fact that his eliuroel.i.i- is . >r I n. ■i-.i Lnatc 
complexit/, masterfully disguised. Snap judgements m.\i beuu>l le i.o 
either superficial or erroneous . G.g. to cunt SUiKol.iii-li^lG in the 
ccoaan mould of a Nazi youngster carried up through a vug svry of I'atn, 
would be missing the main point. Neither ho nor KbbTKNJKUNflKii o'''n 5 nn 
to Type, they arc- both oui generis. 


I 


i 


SCHT'Ui? i INSE3& .is a consummate actor, lie c;oi turn on the charm and 'when 
he docs, the impression of being face to face './.LLIi u nice, harmlen.'i . 
and quite ingonucu'^oung nan is all but irrouiutnhlu. SitMJilinf.Tjii.'Mr 
has a habit of lodbJng tho pore on he tulk:i to (loop into the eyou an 
if ho '.Tore trying to convoy: "look, './hat 1 iu.i to.lliu;' you hero ru/U.Jy 
springs fro.: - ie depth of j::y heart; since you caught mu In u Weal; .••ment 
I flight as well confess to it". In real life JMijfi.i.WUltiiJG in an ioo- 
cold, ever calculating realist, ‘./ho leaven no tiring to ehnnou and who 
even in his 'weak momenta 1 knows. her./ to feguinto the i.i.ijirenriJ.on ho rtecu 
fit to give. kncr.vs v/hat he he i.im./s her,/ to get 

there if need be over corpses. / For SCiHffJ'j , 'Jhu , 3i’f the won Is '/‘riuiiilnlri.p 1 
and 'loyalty 1 bear no meaning, nor does he expect them from others. 


Tho dream in SCHKLklltBKKG - 1 s life was the creation of mo single nspionago 
system omnipotent in tho field of political dedal. -u and compui'ubiu to 
v/hat ho conceives the British Secret Service to be. To make thin dream 
come true, he v /as willing to sacrifice every tiling, not o deluding his 
health and tho happiness of his. family life. Pur years ho had never, not 
evon for a nattor of hours, taken time off to relic: and enjoy life. 
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H e knowingly drove himself to a physical col I up jo and lilti /jail l>l.'ul<lur ' 
ailment is primarily due to overstrain. ' I 

I 

LCrEiLLH'IELIRG'c private life, if thoru is such u thing, in . ii.t >uoo/.lltu, ! 
■He ncithci- smokes, nor drinks, nor craves l'ei tnlu oom,iani-i.uih:i.p. iiu 
lives cm ascetic's life and the emoluments of bis ponl lion have imvor | 
tempted hiri. Ho lived within* the limits ]U'o:n*.rilj«.d hy hi si ration 
coupons and if his privato s ocretary had not taken iwm of h:ln, nyi:,.|..>r.i3 | 
of malnutrition might have taken in serious propoi.'lfionn. Ills f>: in*. Ll.< i i.sn, 1 
however, did not stem from any higher ethical MoLivi.n. It, i.iuroi.y f>.-:i t 
that continence would he his most powerful ‘.Weapon in Indil ui/-;' off IiV.m 
detractors .'who would gladly havipt'-isod upon ji-si njiy ciroums tmioo linhlo 
to reflect upon his integrity. 


SCrD3XII. r 3ERG was inconsiderate not only to hi.. i:.ulf but. ;lIso l.o lii:. family.' 
He divorced his first w if e when her age na lu it. ngpuar likely that :.lm ! 
would be unable to .bear any more children. i\y all ij>.ans lie had l.i. pi uaso ■ 
his groat protector HL'iiL-iil, who liked co use ills :.uiiordi nate a pawn in a 
big v/ay. In short order he begat three children i.n bland Giurcg.'rd of 
his wife's poor state of health. After tile Iasi: child I ie.ci boon born- the ; 
delivery happened to be particularly difficult ii/.l.TKii.da’UiUiliR had to give 
a direct order to bring .'10/ iILLIvfI£JAG to his wife's bedside. 

His rivals, potential and actual, SCluUJdi, jll.'ii fongh t with lucre. I i.blo 
pertinacity, single -mi ndodness and deliberation, in ox-dor l.o gain 
control over the military espionage system (Abwuhr) < ilLKllljbudi ; 

patiently went abv.ut gnttioring incrimination evidence .-gainst Admiral 
CAN.-JU3 and his closest collaborators. At thu ...-jiu t.imu ho went out of 
’nis way to prove to CANARI3 that despite the pr.;-/ ailin'.; spirit of <:<>,.)- 
potion, his feelings v/erc those of u friend dealing with I'rion.la. )ju 
doubt 3CHEL~ii-i3ERG can claim major credit if Ju the wake of Dio VKi&VlicEN i 
incident (desertion of Abwoh'r personnel in Turkey to l.lio Hri ti.-ih) , j 

leiTEO^lDiToER was able to dethrone C.'.N.JIIC and annoo: the Abwuhr. After i 

all it was 3CI [ELLEN iidiC v.»ho had sys tev.i.-vti.oal Jy g:-.;Jn.r. D. < > vidonout - J 

prove that close connections between the ,,b„-dir - ad tin; unoi-iy |)".;ora , 

had grown beyond the- ciqxcrimontal stage. 

SCKELLEi'IBERG- never confided in the new chief of Amt f.i.il (the su. or 
of the ,.bwchr) , Oberst i.G. HAH.IEH. Iii> ui.Uu.-r min t have known ab..ut 
H.-l'iSEN's England connoct.’-.ons or must have su-incol.t.-d their emiste.iou. His 
conduct, after the plot ?f the 20 July bio./ up, was eurtainl.y n<>(. prompted j 
by disapprobation. As one of the very few leading mutt :in Gorman/ l 

LCHELLDERG clearly pcrccive-d that Germany's ■ til. It; u-y for times' wuru on • ; 

the v/ano and he would not have hesitated to act on that oenv.i cf.i.on and 
strike a bargain with hi3 opposite nur.ibers. There Coro his dom.i uant 
reaction upon the 20 July was ono of potulnnoe rather than of iten- : 

right indignation. What irked 'him most wan ii/JOlt 1 s double-cron;; 
and tc have been accorded prido of place on the liquidation rosier 
of tho now government. i 
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SCKinXUniiHG'n relations v.'ith ICbjTBi'lu^UHi'rj! w.-to short nf ooidl.nl. 
as a type ho did not croponl to ICXTKiJUdUMKC hut that did n«>L 
deter hirj. By every nannor ox” r.ioans ho tried to .1 1 i;-;i v». I;.i<\ Lo 1 ) 1 <.»- 
self with Ki^TEIxiB.UNMiR. In his personal uou taolu w J t.h Uio (MCI 
ho froquo'ntly displayed a rather disgusting nuevl lily. Xu that 
ronpooi he \vi a typioal product of the MBfUliXUll mnu N.>vor tu lle 
back to a superior and avoid tollin'-; hin all the had \mw:t. Meed I unii 
to arphasiac, GCItELLIiNnERG did not fool bound by any nhUgulJoiui of 
loyalty towards his chief. 

\ 

HlixSLSl entertained great personal osteon for ;u , .n/.LbKH)iKi;d. lie 
even ni claimed hin: Bonjanin. lYhcnovor a suitable n,.,.. .rtnn.1. I.y 
offered, SCndF LEMUfflG- r'.portcd to iriMlLBR direct. i;.'.i.*rKrlilKhJIJ!KJ 1 ‘ .lid 
nothing to stop that practice. Ho woo much too phi ogun l.l n to i.ml'u 
an issue of ’triflo 1 and, besides, ho did not aonshhtr ,'j(.:||j.;iii,K!h;Kui; 
a serious opponent, although ho suspected Mu of hatching out n plot 
in conspiracy yd th‘ SS Obci’gruppcniuhror 3fcKf;j*:t{, KAbTKilithlNHKil's 
iaplacablo onony. v 
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17. To what extent CCHHXENIffiRO wan actually able to inf.l'.umoo Itllu 'J<Ki( h: 
dooioiorui io difficult to gunge, A.lthough lie wn:> in tell.ee ku/iliy far 
superior to HI MAILER, hia natural inclination not to nome "ut into tho 
ojJcn with hia true convio'tiou - .'. tended to ui.n.ii ii.su lii.n .1 ufl_uoncu. At 
tho sane time lie dovoloped a remarkable cki.1.1 in instill lug oort/dn 
beliefs or opinions into HIM.cLEl?., making hir.i Llii.nl: that it was actually 
his own original idoa ‘which .XHlibLENlMlC- had merely put into ‘words. 

18. its on established fact SCHELLEMBERn- fanned ] IT ■ •■.!( .Kl«' ' : 1 ;itv* ■».>'. diullko for 

K-XTENTKUNNER. Hia ‘weapons: the sly inuendn in pi eferi.ince to h'i.uut 
accusations. An aside comment on ieci-eu.-tiug and 

independence, a passing remark upon ids strong Aunl.rjmi jn. , "el.iv.i.t:ion 
worked wonders with lL[kl.u.E'.<-; and GOiCl.ilATh'ljKiA'.- In"’..' it. 


SCifliLLENBEuG had. nobody in the world ho could l I h:in tV.i'iil. Vlmn 
Regiorungsrat Sebastian, one of his oldest ; ‘ 1- i ■ = 1 »• 1 , w.-.,--. subjected I." 
criminal investigation, SCHEr.iENBERG- ilroppe> l him l.i to a hoi. point", AH 
chiofs of the //.iter 'wore oClDtLLEi'fiidivo 1 s sworn cum ri m: , irsp.ioi.a.l ly miir.f.Kii 
of Aunt IV %vho could not forgot that .bdliEllsdJIil'A'h at. wiu line h.-«l 1 ■■•••. n, his 
subordinate. CCIIsLLj'JH iEi vG 1 s collogues w\.-ry' of oours.e Keenly aw.u->< "i‘ 1 i.Lri 
intellectual superiority, Moreover, they began l.o j’enl piepoii.lor-iiiei: of 
GCHET iLEirBilG 1 s two Am tor (VI and : uL Ant) in the Af.iiA. ’In the daily 
meetings of the Avr.it chiefs, GCILidXENiAinG. won Idle hi 1 It- 4' their moat murciloss 
attacks and frequently ho came back to his office like a broken man. riven 
in his own Au'-'t nobody fully trusted him; with . ue exception; iri.s I'.-. l.fhful 
secretary Praulc-in CCitIKNIQi. 

GCIfELLliriBIiltG - 1 s enemies in Ajnt VI were SS-Gtuyu'iuinf uhrer f.K'iii'/JiHV -and 
WAliECK (VI S), GG-Gtiindaj'tenfuhrer Dr. KHOCHKM and ludijV. GKWifAKuV 
and WAJ-TSCK 'were undoubtedly in the good graces of their fellow fins Uw :m 
KALTEfERUHKER and CCiiELLKHHHRG f elt this very keenly. Ad, Dm same lime 
SCIfELLENBERG never hesitated to ask for their help whenever he won l.o l 
something from KAXTEHlIlUNHEd ‘which lie dared not ask hii-melf . Then nqmlii 
he played ItXTZiTdtUNi'IER and GKORZEJvY out against to cl 1 other with n- 1 much 
skill that he actually got close to bringing, about gi.mi.grllff *s downi'alAt , 

Quite likely 3CitKLtEiJBKRG './ill claim now that ho was - a pr:i sorter in lii.ii 
Ajat, a mere puppet in the hand of K-XIMadtlNNUdbi henchmen Y/A.hKCK '"id 
SKORZENY. That is not true, however, Doth believed in direct auti '.i, 
disregarding channels- and banicing on GClffiLLKN I fl itTgl ' : 1 notorious ilisinc,!. ination 
to face issue squarely.- If he had been loss of a coward, hu could have 
forced both WAJffiCK and SKORZENY into lino by tho clioor weight of hl.n 
superior intellect and undoubtedly ho would have found the bftolcj.ru'. of 
K/XTENMUHNER. 
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Despite liis manifold talents and his unabadu '/uolf-uiitoui.i, : ;d U' ,, .i .1 .KHh;'.:ii.' 
suffers from a bad case o0.ni'c; ri oid. tykompl ex . Thin in :l.i »j »m • L/u 1 1. i" bnai' 
in mind . In a '-rent ninny respects FiCiLLLFiVLi'.KiV in unfit. I.o m l./.ii-L 'mi bin 
ovm logs . What the annual observer may possibly take i'ni* !’• i 

Is in many inatauooo duo to Inok of uolf-nuaurorluur.ii. : *.f l| I ]■'! ■) f l-yi I Ud. I In tin- I 
able to cope v/ith. many of the demands the l’outl.ne of tin LI,/ .1 il’u ruin. -a .end I 
certain of his mannerisms typical for liilto 'wel U’remdu V/inuoiiuntinlM.I •.i' 1 I- 
arc not put on but genuino 


From tho point of view of professional accor.ij'li.-.linont, giMlKhLKf'liiik.i; i-inril; 
be rated as bole ging to tho top layer of Germany Li lun.liuj' iul.uLi i. ,mffi 
men, in fact, he probably heads the liat. As a matter fad. hin i*» ■! • l.u 
is not intelligence ’work as such, for which he laelia the prucl.i on 1 
foundation, but his outstanding loiack for organisation : i * i- 1 i i,i|>art ’nip. 
constructive ideas. SCHEIXENHEEG has made an exact nouineu out of lulol.l- 
igencc work. He would be tho nan to teach this science in u university. 

In spite of tho above-mentioned limitations GClIKMiJdlitiKI.G has been mont 
cucoossful in organizing and maintaining his own infi'ri.iallon nut, nutuhiy 
in Switzerland and in Sweden. His lack in practical ua L n.rieiicu, it dooms 
has been amply compensated for by his acumen in judging people and by bis 
judiciousness in dealing v/ith them. 


13 * To strike the bolanco on the various elements that make up gCHELLEtnudiC 's 
i character: 



: - 5 _ 

o Professionally highly gifted, though not devoid of .ir.ipurl‘«mli.>no. 

_ j ^ 011 counts, a lav character without standards of loyalty raid o<ib.iom 
o | accc-ncy. 

g : ^ nQJ1 v *° undor no airour.iatanooa oan 'bo truatod. 




